Remote desktop is a long-time Windows feature that lets you access a remote PC, over your home network or the Internet, and interact with it in a full-screen or windowed interface as if you were sitting in front of that PC. The only difference is speed and, sometimes, graphical fidelity. Here’s an example of a remote desktop session, where the client OS—on the PC you are physically using—is Windows 8 Pro and the remote OS—the one in the window—is Windows Server 2012.
[image: http://winsupersite.com/site-files/winsupersite.com/files/uploads/2012/12/rdc-remote.jpg]
Remote desktop requires two pieces, one on the PC you wish to remotely access and one on the PC you are currently using. (It may also require a third piece which enables connectivity over the Internet; more on that in a bit.)
The PC that you wish to access remotely needs something called Remote Desktop Host, which is not available in the base, or core, version of Windows 8. This feature requires Windows 8 Pro or Enterprise. (If you are trying to connect to the base version of Windows 8, you will need to upgrade electronically to Windows 8 Pro or seek out a third party remote access solution like VNC. I recommend Windows 8 Pro.)
The PC that you are using to remotely access another PC needs the Remote Desktop Connection (RDC) software, which comes for free with every version of Windows (including all Windows 8 versions.)
Configure the PC you need to access remotely
To access a Windows 8 PC remotely, you must first configure it to accept remote connections. To do so, use Start Search and search for remote. Then, in the Settings results list, find the item titled Allow remote access to your computer.
[image: http://winsupersite.com/site-files/winsupersite.com/files/uploads/2012/12/rdc-search.jpg]
This item launched the System Properties control panel and navigates to the Remote tab.
[image: http://winsupersite.com/site-files/winsupersite.com/files/uploads/2012/12/rdc-adv-system.jpg]
In the Remote Desktop group, select Allow remote connections to this computer.
If you will be using the same sign-in account on both PCs, you’re done. Otherwise, click Select Users and add the user account you intend to use.
(While you’re here, visit the Computer Name tab and make sure you know what the name of this computer is. You can optionally rename it if you’re not happy with the current name.)
Click OK to close the control panel.
Configure Remote Desktop Connection on the connecting PC
Now, you should test the connection. On a different Windows 8 PC that is attached to the same network, use Start Search to search for remote. This time, select Remote Desktop Connection from the default Apps results list.
[image: http://winsupersite.com/site-files/winsupersite.com/files/uploads/2012/12/rdc-rdc.jpg]
If this is the first time you’ve run RDC, you’ll want to configure some options. So click Show Options to reveal a more complex, multi-tabbed UI.
[image: http://winsupersite.com/site-files/winsupersite.com/files/uploads/2012/12/rdc-rdc2.jpg]
There are many options here, but you should at least review and configure the following information:
Computer: On the General tab, you will need to enter the name of the computer to which you’ll be connecting. You named your PC during Windows 8 Setup, but you can rename it later, or view the current name, by visiting the same System Properties control panel you used earlier. If you are using the same sign-in on each PC, you can leave the User name field blank. Otherwise, enter the user name you wish to use; you’ll be prompted at sign-in for the password.
Display: On the Display tab, you can choose between a full-screen interface (which will use the native resolution of the connecting PC, not the remote PC) or between several resolutions for a windowed interface. You can also change the color depth of the remote session, which can impact performance.
To test the connection, click Connect.
As the connection is made, you’ll be prompted to sign-in with the account password. You can choose whether to remember the credentials, which means you won’t need to enter this information in the future.
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This one time, you will also see a dialog warning that RDC cannot find a trusted certificate for the remote PC. Select “Don’t ask me again for connections to this computer” and then click OK.
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Finally, the connection is completed and the remote PC will appear (either full-screen or in a window, depending on how you configured it), and you’ll be signed in to that machine.
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Now, you can interact with the PC as you would normally, installing and running software, updating the PC, managing files, browsing the Internet, and so on. You can also perform basic file copy tasks between the remote PC and the current PC, though you cannot drag and drop between the environments. Instead, you can use Copy (or Cut) and Paste between the two. The speed at which all of these actions occur will rely greatly on the speed of the connection between the two PCs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: When you sign into a Windows 8 PC remotely, the PC signs out locally. Windows 8 supports just one interactive sign-on at a time.
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